[The rights of family members to make medical decisions for their incapacitated relatives].
The new Swiss law concerning the protection of adults (replacing the law of guardianship) provides that everybody in a living will may specify which person(s) shall make the necessary medical decisions in case of the client's loss of capacity to decide. In the absence of a valid living will the active and lived community instead of formal (legal) relationship will decide who shall act as legally authorized representative with the power to make the necessary medical care decisions on behalf of the patient. Only if there is no one who would qualify for or accept this role, decisions will be taken by the new authority for adult protection.